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SOCIAL SERVICES MANUAL TRANSMITTAL NO. 2008-05

TO: County Departments of Family and Children Services (DFCS)
DFCS Regional Directors
State Staff

FROM: David Statton, Interim Director

RE: Foster Care Services Manual Revisions:

Section 1004 Placement Resources

PURPOSE

Research has determined that children thrive best in their families. For many years it has been
the practice of relatives to parent related children when the children’s parents cannot. When
children enter foster care, individuals related to the child (blood, marriage or adoption) are
considered first over a non related individual as a placement resource for the child. Preserving
relationships with family members is crucial to a child’s sense of safety and well-being. The
Department is committed to advocating and implementing a stronger partnership with extended
family to better serve the needs of children who are placed in foster care. It is the Department'’s
preference that all relatives are approved as resource parents and receive a foster care per
diem. The goal of relatives becoming foster parents is to ensure that the child has appropriate
services to address his/her needs. Supportive services are provided to the family with the intent
of establishing and achieving a permanency plan for the child.

Manual Transmittal 2008-05 introduces the changes in policy and procedures for encouraging
relatives to become foster parents.
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